92             POLITICAL ACTIVITIES,  1871-1879      [CHAP. iy

uneasy as time went on.    Rosebery replied to a letter
of his (May 23rd, 1874) :

" Many thanks for your pleasant notes and stories. The
one which amused me most I confess was the one in which
you expressed your fear of my falling into the hands of
Padwick and ruining myself on the Turf. Even a Scottish
peer cannot be ruined by four racehorses, especially when
they win ! "

Mr. Padwick was the notorious gentleman who was
believed to have played the part of Mephistopheles in
the Hastings drama, and a name of terror to parents
and guardians.

Rosebery could make a fair case for some political
inactivity during these earlier years of this decade,
but there were personal causes besides, the outcome
of his introspective reserve. A man may be fully
conscious of his own powers but be continually
dissatisfied with their exercise on succeeding occasions.
Perhaps it is only thus that in oratory, as in other arts,
the highest peaks are to be climbed. I may be
pardoned for quoting in this connection a reminiscent
letter, written some forty years later.

Lord Rosebery to Lord Crewe.

38 BERKELEY SQUARE, December 2$th91916.
" MY DEAR R.,

" Lying awake last night I was thinking about our con-
versation about your father, and I remembered an episode
which, as one of many, seems to explain the remarkable
good-will with which he is treated in current memoirs.

" As a very young fellow I made some speech in the House
of Lords (I forget anything else about it), which seemed to me
a dead failure, and I was greatly depressed. But next
morning I received a note from your father congratulating
me upon it in cordial terms. This warmed me once more, and
raised me from the ground* It might have been the frigid
dignity of the House of Lords which had made me unduly
dejected. My conviction, however, still remains that the
speech was a failure, and that your father, realising this, and
the mortification of a young friend, took the trouble on re-